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...this evening to give a brief 

commentary statement about the...
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...Games Convention Online.

My name is Richard Bartle...
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...and I’m Professor of Computer 

Game Design at the University of 

Essex...
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... in England...
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The reason I’ve been asked to speak 

to you tonight is twofold. Firstly, 

I had no particular reason to be 

elsewhere...
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...and secondly, because 32 years 

ago...
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...I and a friend, Roy Trubshaw...
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...together wrote the first online 

computer game of the kind known 

as a virtual world.
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That’s not what it looked like, 

that’s world of warcraft, it 

looked like this...
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...but I didn’t want to panic the 

translator.

Now Merely being first doesn’t 

count for much...
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...but pretty well all today’s 

virtual worlds are descended from 

our game...
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...so I can say i’ve been working in 

this industry for longer than 

anyone else.

Oh, here’s a picture of two bear 

cubs fighting.
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Anyway, I’m supposed to be giving 

a commentary about the Games 

Convention Online, so I thought I’d 

talk a little about Wimbledon.
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The Wimbledon tennis championship 

is the best and most prestigious 

in the world...
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...and it’s held in England.
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We’re very pleased that it’s held in 

England.
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The thing is, though, we never, 

ever win it.
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We never win it, because in England 

tennis is regarded as a niche 

activity not for normal people. It 

is stereotyped as being elitist.
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Nevertheless, given a choice between 

hosting the world’s best tennis 

championship and winning it, we 

would prefer to host it.
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Because we’ve had this attitude for 

so long, it’s now too late for us 

to do both. There’s too much 

tradition.
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Oh, this is the Dropping Well in 

Knaresborough, England. You hang 

objects up on the string and after 

several years of drip drip drip

they turn to stone.
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So! The Game Convention Online!
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In its short existence, the Game 

Convention Online has established 

itself as the most prestigious and 

important convention of its kind 

in the world...
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...and it’s in Germany.
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I can tell you’re very pleased that 

it’s held in Germany, too.
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The thing is, though, Germany 

doesn’t make many online games. 

It completely dominates the board 

games industry...
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...but it doesn’t make many 

computer games of any kind.
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It doesn’t make computer games, 

because in Germany computer 

games are regarded as a niche 

activity not for normal people. 

They are stereotyped as being anti-

social.
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So here’s a question for you:
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Are you content merely to host 

the world’s best online games 

convention, or do you want to 

create the best online games?
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It’s not too late for you to do 

both...
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... if you don’t let the drip drip

drip of the stereotype fossilise 

you like it did tennis in England.

I can’t help you make up your 

minds – that’s for your society 

as a whole to decide.
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I will say this, though...

You can argue that regular 

computer games are antisocial, 

but online games are very, very 

social.
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Also, online games are only 32 

years old...
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...but games are much, much older. 

They’re older than literature...
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...they’re older than drama...
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...they’re even older than painting.
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Remember the bear cubs?
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They’re not fighting, they’re 

playing. Games have been around 

for longer than human beings. 

They’re not going away.

And on that note, I shall finish. 

Thank you for listening.




